The sun sets for St. Andrew Catholic Church in Avondale on July 18, 2010.
The new horizon begins August 1, 2010 at our new site, Church of the
Resurrection. Please join us as we close a season and embark on a new
adventure with FAITH, and LOVE. Knowing that GOD has never failed us,
no matter the circumstance, or how difficult the journey we are United in
Love, Faith and Hope. We move forward looking beyond to a New Horizon
with TRUST IN GOD. Annette Lee
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Fr. William Cross
Biography
Father William H. Cross is the Sacramental Priest of St. Andrew Catholic
Church. He maintains a full-time teaching position at Purcell Marian High
School and recently completed a part-time position in the Office of African
American Catholic Ministries.
October 19, 1946 born in Cincinnati, Ohio to the parents of William and Mary
Cross.
June 1964 graduated Robert A. Taft High School in Cincinnati, Ohio.
September 1964 attended the University of Cincinnati for two years and while
actively participating with the St. Martin De Porres Center in the West End,
encountered Father Conlon a mentor and friend who encouraged Father to
consider the Priesthood.
September 1966 entered St. Gregory Seminary for four years.
September 1970 entered graduate school at Mt. Saint Mary’s, graduating with
honors.
May 1974 ordained a Diocesan Priest and celebrated Mass at St. Mark
Catholic Church in Evanston.
June 1988 became the Canonical and Sacramental Priest at St. Andrew Church
until 1997, due to the high demands from his teaching position at Purcell
Marian.
Fr. Cross feels, “I am truly blessed to be called by God to serve so many
gifted people; people of all races, creeds, and cultures that reflect the
beauty, love and glory of God Almighty.”

Fr. Jerry Steinbrunner
Biography
Father Jerry R. Steinbrunner, C.PP.S served as the full time Pastor of St.
Andrew and St. Mark Roman Catholic Churches.
November 8,1942 born in Burkettsville, Ohio to the parents of Vincent and
Olivia Steinbrunner.
June 1961 graduated St. Henry’s High School in St. Henry, Ohio.
June 1968 graduated St. Joseph College in Renneslaer, Indiana.
June 1973 received his Masters of Divinity from Catholic Theological Union
in Chicago, Illinois.
July 1974 served his first Mass at St. Henry Catholic Church in St. Henry,
OH.
July 1974-1977 received his first assignment at St. Anthony Church, in
Falls Church, Virginia.
May 1977-1999 Pastor at St. Adalbert Church in Cleveland, Ohio.
July 2000-June 2010 Pastor of St. Mark Church located in Evanston.
July 2002-June 2010 Pastor of St. Andrew Church in Avondale.
Father Jerry was awarded a sizeable grant to aid in purchasing books and
materials for religious education at both St. Mark and St. Andrew Catholic
Churches.
Father believes “God gives all of us unique gifts and time to discover them.”
He says: “I thank God for the many blessings he has bestowed on me and the
opportunity to serve two great churches with wonderful people.”

July 18, 2010

Parishioners and Friends of St. Andrew Catholic Church
Let me begin by admitting that ministering at St. Andrew Parish was both a blessing and
a challenge. Serving at St. Andrew often called upon me to reach deep within my Godgiven resources. Whether it was the expected or unexpected, ministering to a committed,
prayer-filled, energetic Christian community of people, demanded of me increasing faith
and rededication to the calling that I received from the Lord. Your examples of faith and
dedication were the source of renewal for me. Thank you, for sharing your moments of
grace with me.
Recently I came across this scriptural passage of the Book of Colossians (3:15-17):
“Christ must reign in our hearts, since as members of the one body you
have been called to that peace. Dedicate yourselves to thankfulness. Let
the word of Christ , rich as it is, dwell in you. Sing gratefully to God from
your hearts in psalms, hymns and inspired songs. Whatever you do,
whether in speech or in action, do it in the name of the Lord Jesus. Give
thanks to God the Father through him.”
As we go forward to seek new horizons and new challenges, let us not forget that the
spirit of Jesus Christ is within each of us. He is ever present to us. He never forgets his
own.
May God continue to bless and keep you in countless and innumerable ways.
In the blood of Christ,
Father Jerry Steinbrunner, C.PP.S.
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HISTORY

OF

ST. ANDREW CATHOLIC CHURCH

In the 1870s, the steady stream of Cincinnatians moving to suburban homes brought about
the construction of new Catholic churches including St. Andrew Roman Catholic Church, 3401
Reading Road Cincinnati, Ohio. The parish organized in 1874 for English-speaking individuals, a
large number of them Irish Catholic domestics, purchased a lot on Prospect Place and erected
the first St. Andrew Church in 1832. The church building later served as a synagogue, then was
razed for the construction of South Avondale School.
The present stone Gothic style church [whose architects were Samuel Hannaford and Sons,
begun in 1917 and dedicated in 1920, features a vaulted ceiling, stained glass memorial windows, and a statue of St. Andrew [above the front door near the apex. Around 1919, Frank
Herschede [d. 1922] ordered a
marble statue of the saint from
Italy. It failed to please the
parish priest [Father David
O’Meara] and was crated and
stored in the warehouse of the
Herschede Hall Clock
Company. This statue was not
the same size as the other
statutes in the church.
Because the figure held a St.
Andrew’s Cross, it was difficult
to sell to another parish as a
different to sell to another
parish as a different saint. The
statue was blessed and
installed on the lawn in 1939
and is now inside the church.
The 1960s was a period of
change for both Avondale and within parish. The red brick school [built in1925] behind the
church was closed in 1965, and students were sent to St. George School, renamed Corryville
Catholic. It was during this period that the church’s interior was painted and adorned with the
may symbols of the Dominican Order.
During the rioting in 1967, the church and school were targets of vandalism. The riots resulted in “white flight.”Not only were the human resources lost but also the structural and human
connections that make a parish financially solvent.These systemic changes essentially eradicated
parish boundaries and instantly changed the ethnic and cultural make-up of the community.
Coupled with the “mission” mentality which had be instilled in the minds of many AfricanAmerican Catholics, this and many other factors greatly impacted the financial and spiritual
health of the parish.
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Pastors of Saint Andrew since 1970: Father William Tefft O.P., 1967–1970; Father Harvey
Schaller 1970–1979; Father Harry Meyer 1979–1988; Father William Cross 1988–1994; Father
Terrence Meehan 1994–2001; Father Jerry Steinbrunner C.P.P.S. 2002–present. Father William
Cross currently serves as a sacramental minister.
St. Andrew Church is located in the heart of the Avondale community and is the only Catholic
Church in the area. Avondale is a part of the “Uptown Development Area,” which includes the
expamsion of University Hospital, University of Cincinnati, Eden Park, Children’s Hospital and
the Cincinnati Zoo.
Demolition of many of the houses on Burnet Avenue is leading the way for the
proposed/planned development. Twenty-five million dollars has been allocated for this development, which will include both housing and a new business district. This development area is two
blocks west of St. Andrew’s present location. Along with this renaissance movement in the immediate area, St. Andrew is also showing signs of its own rejuvenation. The exterior of the church
has undergone some minor repairs to its roof and outside stairs, as well as landscaping. This
rejuvenation extends to established programs and ministries.

Mission Statement:
St. Andrew is a vibrant urban Catholic community that is both culturally and
economically diverse. We minister in divine love to all people by embracing a
spirit of celebration and fellowship in our worship, in an atmosphere which helps
to facilitate spiritual growth. We offer a foundation of education and empowerment to those we serve. We are a Catholic community with a foundation of mutual caring and a vision for future revitalization.

78

■

C E L E B R AT I N G N AT I O N A L B L A C K C AT H O L I C H I S TO RY M O N T H

Opening Liturgy
INTRODUCTORY RITE
Prelude – (Drumming & Incensing)
Blessing of the Space
Welcome – Ms. Norma P. Richardson
Processional/Opening Song –

“Order My Steps”

Greeting
Opening Comment (Fr. Cross)
As the Lord’s temple, God’s holy people, let us give thanks
today for the 136 years St. Andrew Parish has served the
Avondale community. At the table of God’s Word and the
table of the Eucharist our communion with Christ and one
another will be strengthened for our ongoing journey of
faith. Especially aware of any unresolved conflict or broken
relationship because of the consolidation discernment, let
us prepare our minds and hearts for these holy mysteries,
by acknowledging the need for the mercy of God in all of our
lives.
Penitential Rite – Lord Have Mercy
Gloria (ringing of the bells)
Opening Prayer
LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading – Jeremiah 17:5-18
Thus says the Lord:

Ms. Mary Cox

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere
flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord.
They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see
when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an
uninhabited salt land.
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the
Lord.
They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its
roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay
green: in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does
not cease to bear fruit.
The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse – who can
understand it?
I the Lord test the mind and search the heart, to give to all
according to their ways, according to the fruit of their
doings.
Like the partridge hatching what it did not lay, so are all
who amass wealth unjustly; in mid-life it will leave them,
and at their end they will prove to be fools.
O glorious throne, exalted from the beginning, shrine of our
sanctuary!
O hope of Israel! O Lord! All who forsake you shall be put
to shame; those who turn away from you shall be recorded
in the underworld, for they have forsaken the foundation of
living water, the Lord.
Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall
be saved; for you are my praise.
See how they say to me, “Where is the word of the Lord? Let
it come!”

But I have not run away from being a shepherd in your
service, nor have I desired the fatal day.
You know what came from my lips; it was before your face.
Do not become a terror to me; you are my refuge in the day
of disaster;
Let my persecution be shamed; but do not let me be
shamed; let them be dismayed, but do not let me be
dismayed; bring on them the day of disaster; destroy them
with double destruction!

Responsorial Psalm

“Lord, on the day I called for help, you
answered, you answered me”

Second Reading – Revelation 21:1-8 Ms. Cheryl Staples
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals
He will dwell with them: they will be his
peoples, and God himself will be with
them; he will wipe every tear from their
eyes. Death will be no more; mourning
and crying and pain will be no more, for
the first thinks have passed away.”
And the one who was seated on the throne, said, “See I am
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega the beginning and the
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring

of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these
things, and I will be their God and they will be my children.
But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, the
murderers, the fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and
all liars, their place will be in the lake that burns with fire
and sulfur, which is the second death.”
Great Amen
Gospel Reading – Matthew 8:18-27 Deacon Dennis Edwards
Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave
orders to go over to the other side.
A scribe then
approached and said, “Teacher, I will follow you whenever
you go.” And Jesus said to him. “Foxes have holes, and
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere
to lay his head.” Another of his disciples said to him, “Lord,
first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him,
“Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” And
when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. A
windstorm arose on the sea, so great that the boat was
being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. And they
went and woke him up saying, “Lord save us! We are
perishing!” And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, you
of little faith?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and
the sea; and there was a dead calm. They were amazed,
saying, “What sort of man is this, that even the winds and
the sea obey him?”

Homilist – Fr. William Cross

Prayers of the Faithful…
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS
We remember with particular tenderness the pastors and local
leadership who have served in this parish throughout its history. In
gratitude, we pray to the Lord.
For other parishes, schools and institutions throughout the
country facing significant changes and transitions, that the love and
solidarity of all Catholics may overcome all fear and sadness, we pray
to the Lord.
For the benefactors, and all past parishioners of this parish, for
all those whose faith, vision, and generosity has been the cornerstone
of our parish’s history, we pray to the Lord.
For the ability to rejoice in the blessings we have received
through this parish and for the courage to move onward with hope, we
pray to the Lord.
For those who are still conflicted after the decision to close St.
Andrew Parish, for the healing and reconciliation of any words spoke
in anger or frustration during this time of discernment for this
community’s future, and for any relationships that remain broken or
strained, we pray to the Lord.
For the unsung heroes of St. Andrew Parish who have
contributed so much of themselves for the success of the parish, we
pray to the Lord.
For the dead, especially those buried from this church over the
years, we pray to the Lord.

Fr. Cross
Lord God, in Christ you made us your people, a chosen
race, a royal priesthood. Throughout these past years your
Church has been realized in the life of this parish.
Although the service of this parish has now come to an end,
we pray that you keep us ever mindful that wherever two or
three are gathered in your name your holy presence will be
known. Wherever you lead us we will continue to be your
holy people, your imperishable temple. Hear us as we raise
our minds and hearts to you through Christ our Lord.
AMEN.
Preparation Rite – Michael Heinrichs, Parish Council President
Lord, Sunday after Sunday we have offered to you a share of
our work and our resources. We have offered not only our
money, but also our work, our time, and out talent. We
have supported the work of your Church. Thank you for
working with us and through us.
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Offertory Song “I Need Thee”
Eucharist Prayer
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy
Memorial Acclamation
Lord’s Prayer
Sign of Peace
Lamb of God

Communion Song - “Anointing” & “Jesus Christ Is The Way”
Meditation – St. Andrew Praise Dancers
“I’ll Trust You”
CONCLUDING RITE
Concluding Prayer
Blessing & Dismissal
Remarks – Fr. William H. Cross, Jr.
Acknowledgements – Ms. Norma P. Richardson
A Gesture of Farewell
During the singing of the final hymn, all are invited to come
forward and offer a profound bow as a gesture of leave
taking.
Closing Song - “I Will Trust in the Lord”
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My most memorable experience
at St. Andrew's Church is the
Aura. Christ is present. To me
there is no greater feeling.
Thank you God. David Lett Jr.
My most memorable experience
is seeing my sister, Joyce being
baptized and finally seeing her
granddaughter following in her
footsteps.
The only sad
memory is not being able to see
my great niece, Ge'Asia getting
her First Communion at St.
Andrew. The women of St.
Andrew and St. Mark had a
wonderful retreat with our
guest speaker, Sr. Patsy of
Louisville, Kentucky. Miriam V.
Tucker
When
I
experience
Confirmation. We visited the
Cathedral downtown and I
learned a lot about my religion
and my church. D'Andre W.
Jenkins
The Baptism of Jasmine and
Jade. James Logan
I have enjoyed singing in the
church choir for five years. I
will be willing to give my
participation to the new church
as we merge as a choir member.
Kathy Richards
Praise
dancing
on
many
different
special
occasions.
Ryann Chisholm
When me and Joseph Young
played the drums together for
the Christmas Celebrations.
Jamale Hill

My most memorable experience
at St. Andrew was being a part
of a wonderful church family.
My sons and daughters grew up
serving in the church and having
their First Communions. I have
enjoyed working with my church
family. Vanessa Hughes
My most memorable experience
was my first communion. It was
so nice and I will always
remember
this
experience.
Sydni Bryant
My most memorable experience
while attending St. Andrew that
I learned at an early age, is that
besides having an immediate
family, you’re not alone because
there is someone else who cares,
someone who is with you looking
out for you – a HIGHER BEING.
Another memorable experience
is when I went with other St.
Andrew youth to see the Pope in
Denver, CO in 1993.
While
there, being around so many
people with like minds and
seeing people believing in God all
in the same place and time was
an excellent experience. Kwame
Simonson
My most memorable moment at
St.
Andrew's
Church
is
Christmas
Service
2009.
Tamika M. Lawson

We were pleased to be part of
history by having two African
American Religious, Father
Cross and Sister Rachel
Richards at St. Andrew at the
same time. We also had three
"Women of the Year" (Jackie
Butler, Gloria Nelson-Turnbow
and myself) whose work
included our church as well as
the community.
My baby
daughter, Tina was married
here.
Working with the
children and getting them to
read for their First Holy
Communion. I did this for
over 15 years. Mrs. Mary K.
Allison Johnson
Rites of Passage:
A great
experience.
Children's
Church:
A great learning
experience.
Lamont Glover
Hill & Lynda Hill
My experiences have been just
being able to celebrate the
Sacraments
of
Baptism,
Reconciliation,
and
Confirmation at St. Andrew.
Also, being able to celebrate
my son's Baptism. Most of all,
singing in the Church. Lisa
Lawren Turnbow
I just want to Thank you Lord
for allowing me to serve in your
home and toil in your vineyard
known as St. Andrew Catholic
Church.
The entire Heard
Family thanks St. Andrew.
George and Stella Heard

Marching in the Holy Name
Parade with St. Andrew, the
Welcoming for Fr. Wm Cross
when he came to St. Andrew.
Driving the church van on
Sunday to the nursing homes
when we had a van. Picking up
debris on the church grounds.
Meeting St. Andrew's church
people and becoming friends.
Rob Wyatt
I remember when I bugged
Father Cross to let me be an
Usher for the first time. I was
happy that day and I also
remember when I had my First
Baptism here that was a
wonderful day. There are lots
of memories here at St. Andrew
that I will hold dear to and I will
never forget this place. Brian
Thompson
I enjoyed having services with
my church family.
My most
important memory is when my
daughter, Joyce Jones was
married here. Vera Boykins
My greatest joy is working with
our youth and young adults.
After working with them for
four years, I have had the honor
of watching them grow into fine
outstanding people. Praise God
for giving me this opportunity.
James Bond
The day I got baptized.
Everyday I come to church.
Clinton Lawson

I was born into the St. Andrew
Church Family through my
Baptism. I grew up to receive
God in my life through my
constant connection to my
church.
My
First
Holy
Communion
was
the
most
memorable experience and I will
miss my church. Rian Karis Hill
Being able to attend St. Andrew
School along with having done all
of my Sacraments here. Having
all 3 children along with 2
grandchildren being baptized at
St. Andrew. The closing of St.
Andrew will be a sad moment for
myself along with my children
but the saying is nothing stays
the same. Change is good. We
will see. Nancy Gary
When I met my wife and was
married
at
St.
Andrew.
Raymond S. Payne
After being estranged from the
Catholic Church for several
years, I came to St. Andrew.
They welcomed my family and
me, and we were received like no
other.
We were immediately
made to feel a part of the St.
Andrew's Family. Father Cross
may have bee the original reason
for coming but the St. Andrew
Family is what made us stay.
Kristen L. Fouts
When I saw my son Jamale
Hill serve his very first
Mass. Arlene Hill

My most memorable experiences
are the people at St. Andrew. All
the people who have come and
gone. All of the kids that have
grown up in this church.
My
family have been blessed to be a
part of this beloved church. Vickie
Tokoto-Dayas
My most memorable experience
was growing up with all of my
friends in the church. We have
truly made lasting relationships. I
love them all. Taylor Staples
I have come to St. Andrews off
and on throughout the years as I
have always been drawn back by
Father Cross. The one strong
thing I remember each time I
leave is how warm the parish is
and how you feel you have been
pulled into a family, not just
"attended" church. Karen Glass
When I had seven of my
grandkids nieces and nephews
baptized at one time. Estelle
Thompson
My memorable experience will be
Father Cross, the staff cookout,
the church itself is pretty and
lovely. I will miss St. Andrew
but the church will be in my
heart. Harold Hardy

My most memorable experience
at St. Andrew was meeting
different people and having new
friends. My Catholic experience
guides me morally in my daily
life. Andre Simonson
The day I joined the choir and
especially my friendship with
Jean Daniel.
The parish
picnic/outing. The Knights of
Columbus. When the kids made
their First Communion. Victoria
Mitchell
St. Andrew will always hold a
special place in my heart, for in
this place of worship, I was
allowed to marry my best friend
as well as having all 3 of my
children baptized. All of these
Sacraments were performed by
Fr. Cross and for this I am
eternally grateful. Melissa and
Lionell Rogers
I experienced all of my
Sacraments at St. Andrew
except Matrimony, but I did
marry in the church at St.
Vivian's. I was a server and I
helped
clean
the
church
grounds.
But
my
most
memorable
experience
was
seeing my children receive
Baptism and My oldest Mi'Cayla,
make her First Holy Communion.
When I come to church,
everyone always makes me feel
like I am a true family member.
Erin & Micah Pitts

The most memorable experience
about St. Andrew is when I get
up every Sunday to come to
Service, and to listen to Father
Cross and Father Jerry. I have
the enjoyment of meeting
wonderful, beautiful people and
I will miss coming to St. Andrew
early Sunday.
I have been
coming to St. Andrew since I
was thirteen years old, fortytwo years ago. I want to thank
all the people, Father Cross, and
James Bond. St. Andrew will
always be a part of my family.
Miss Gail Collier
Long time ago coming to St.
Andrew, I said to myself, what a
big, beautiful church. I use to
attend the 5:30 am Mass on
Sunday. I have received a many
Blessings from here.
The
Baptism of my children and
grandchildren,
and
my
daughter's wedding. I have
seen good come to me and
others from this church. I will
miss this church and the work I
have seen in it. My family and I
will try to be happy in the new
church.
Phyllis Minniefield
From my generation was Baptism
and watching my children and
grandchildren get baptized and
receive their First Communion.
I asked the Lord to send me to
a church and he sent me back to
St. Andrews to attend Mass
with my mom and children.
Having the Going Home for my
mother at St. Andrew was
indeed a Blessing. Joann Hamm

The church was being painted and
I was concerned about the church
being finished before my wedding
date of June 15, 1963. I worried
the priest and the painters about
my deadline. I called on the Lord,
who I should have asked first, and
the church's paint job was
finished three weeks before the
wedding.
And the day our
daughter, Maria Payne Richardson
Brooks got married at St. Andrew.
Norma Payne Richardson
Father Cross's anniversary was
one of my favorite moments. It
was nice to see the church come
together to honor someone who
has given freely of himself for
over 35 years. When the church
comes together, truly remarkable
things will happen.
Another
moment that comes to mind
though not at the church itself
was seeing John Jones, Sabrina
Simonson, James Bond, and Jean
Daniel at a recital I gave on my
30th birthday. The people at St.
Andrew make the church what it
is. T. Kareem Powell
Going to church one Christmas
Eve, 1983 and seeing people I
hadn’t seen in years. Just being
at St. Andrews lifted my spirits
and made me happy to be just a
Black Catholic Soul. Thank God I
believe in God. He is a higher
power. I will always cherish St.
Andrew and all of it's family.
Vincent C. Henderson

The Installation of Fr. William Cross
as Pastor of St. Andrew.
My
daughter, Nicole Bailey, and my
granddaughter, Trinity Bailey being
baptized and making their First
Communion. All of the Feast of St.
Andrew Celebrations. The Wedding
of Mr. Clarence Johnson and Mrs.
Mary K. Allison Johnson. The two
fashion shows. Our Women's retreat
with Sr. Patsy of Louisville, and our
St. Andrew Bar-B-Que fund raisers.
All of the wonderful relationships my
family and I have developed over the
past 26 years. Nancy Provine-Turner
All of them are memorable. Today,
July 4th, singing in the choir and to
hear Taylor sing my favorite song.
And the memories it brought back.
Jean Daniel and Clare Chisholm, two
of the beautiful people I will always
cherish.
Prayer time saying the
Rosary before Mass. Father Cross
and all the things he has done. My
Memories are very good and I am
grateful for the time I have spent in
the choir and liturgy. John Jones
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you.
Annette Lee
Taylor's Baptism on October 10, 1993.
This is (taken as written) in Taylor's
Baby Book.
Your baptism was filled
with special moments. So many people
love you Taylor Olivia! You received
beautiful gifts. During the Ceremony,
Phillip, the Musical Director, sang a
song just for you, called "Bathed in
His Love". It really let me know we
have a friend in God, and he is always
on our side. Cheryl Staples

I attended St. Andrew Catholic
School in 1962.
I received
Confirmation and this was the
best day of my life.
My
children's Baptism was in this
church. My parents were buried
from this church. This church
has been a loving part of my life,
one I'll never forget. Singing in
the choir with my son Greg who
at a young age gave me the
courage.
Yvette
Cruse
Patterson
Jasmine and Jade Logan love
music. When they were 4 and 5
they'd enter church, hear the
opening song and say "That's my
song." One Sunday the choir
started singing a song that was
unfamiliar to us. We heard the
soloist begin to sing so we
looked to see who was leading
the song. Both girls had a huge
smile on their faces when we
realized Jean Daniel was leading
the song. They couldn't wait
until the Mass was over to give
Jean a hug and tell her how good
they thought she had sang.
Helen Logan
My most memorable experience
was that I felt like I had an
extended family here at St.
Andrew. Mainly because there
were the same morals and values
that
we
had
at
home.
Attending St. Andrew has
helped me to understand that in
a tough situation, I can always
turn to my faith for strength
and guidance. Imani Simonson

When I received my Sacrament at
St. Andrew including Matrimony.
My children were baptized there.
But the most memorable experience
was the power of my church family
prayers. I was in a bad car wreck
and I do believe my life was spared
because of St. Andrew prayers.
What a testimony. Erinn Nelson
Krusling
I often hear people say ‘my kids
grew up in this church’, but I can
honestly say that “I” grew up in this
church.
Although I became a
member of St. Andrew as an adult, I
have
matured
spiritually
and
personally. I have met many lifelong caring and spirit-filled family
members here at St. Andrew.
Family is extremely important to me
and to have family-like relationships
outside of my biological family has
been truly a blessing. The spiritual
guidance,
encouragement
and
mentoring of Fr. Jerry have
afforded me the opportunity to
attend
spiritual
workshops,
retreats, conferences and even
college to further my knowledge of
what God expects of me each and
every day. In my heart I know
there will never be another ‘St.
Andrew Family’, but my trust in God
lets me know that everything’s going
to be alright!! Sabrina Simonson

Because of my age and the fact that I have spent
the majority of my life at St. Andrew, I find it
difficult to choose one experience. Three Priests
from St. Andrew Catholic Church have given me
profound, lasting memories and traumatically
impacted my life.
Father Shaller, helped
religiously direct me towards graduation from St.
Andrew School and Our Lady of Angels High
School, Father Harry Meyer instrumentally
connected me to Corryville Catholic School and
helped me find and accept my passion for working
with children. He also was there before the Fire
Department arrived when I lost my home and all of
its contents to a fire. But most important, Father
Jerry Steinbrunner, has kept me religiously
focused. He has truly been my spiritual advisor
and has taught me that people do not make the
church, God does and to never let anything or
anyone make me think or feel differently.
Another experience is seeing all of my children;
grandchildren and great grandchildren receive
the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation,
Confirmation and Matrimony. I thank God that I
have lived long enough to watch them serve God in
the capacity of Acolytes, Lectors, Singers,
cleaners and decorators of the church. Other
experiences just to name a few are:
Taking the youth to Denver, Colorado to see the
Pope, our young adults continue to talk about this
event to this day. My experience with lifelong
friendships until their death included Linda
Railey, (Jay Railey’s wife) and Carmelita
Zachary (my childhood best friend from St.
Andrew Catholic School to Corryville Catholic).
But most important, working with St. Andrew’s
children, assisting with religious education
(Vacation Bible School) and planning fun activities
(Cincinnati Zoo, The Freedom Center, etc.,). I
thank St. Andrew parents for allowing me to teach
God’s words and songs to the children. To my
BFFs, God has given me you. What a wonderful
profound experience. Gloria Nelson Turnbow

My St. Andrew Family, the people that I’ve come to
know and we have learned to accept each other for
where we are on our journey The wealth of what my
St. Andrew Family will be able to take to the new
parish, time, talents and treasures. During the late
sixties, the riots, sitting on the front steps, watching
the unrest. The agony of selecting paint colors for
the foyer. Building the handicap ramp & bathroom –
the challenges associated with construction. Driveway
resurfaced My sister’s wedding in August, and how hot
it was Having the work done on the roof, box gutters,
etc., the installation of two furnaces, the associated
incidence with the installation of the second furnace.
The death of my brother – his funeral. In 1994 our
bank account had a grand total of $494.00. My
cohorts, Ms C. Chisholm, and Ms J. Daniel – and our
collaborative efforts to arrive at having the church
becoming sustainable. My giving Fr. Jerry a ‘list’ of
the things that I do in the office. Fr. T. Meehan –
efforts to expand our footprint. Fr. Cross and his
‘35th Anniversary Celebration’. The sale of the former
rectory. The support of benefactors, friends, and, all
who have helped in maintaining a presence in Avondale.
I honor and remember those who have gone on for
their help, encouragement and support. John W.
Jones

I wanted so badly to own my own home. I had tried and found it was not possible. I gave up and one day I
was preparing the altar and Shirley Crawford came out of the office and asked me where I lived. I said in
an apartment. She asked why I didn’t get a house. If I could afford to live in an apartment then I could
afford a house. She had an application for a Habitat House. I thought that it was interesting. I never
heard of this. I thought it was a place for hamsters. I told her I was tired and was not interested in
going through the process. She asked me if I had ever given it to the Lord. I said no and that I didn't
lean on the Lord about those types of things. She said we are going to pray on it and give it to the Lord.
Habitat was looking for people that were helping in their neighborhood to make a difference and she saw
those qualities in me. She wrote me a character letter I said okay, but doubt was still in the back of my
mind. She gave me the application; I filled it out and sent it in. I told Shirley it wouldn’t work because
you have to have a church that will help you. Shirley said ask and it will be given. I had sickly children, all
had asthma and one had Bronchial Pulmonary disease. I could barely keep up with the many doctor
appointments. One day on the way home from a doctor’s appointments, I got a letter in the mail. I did a
dance with the mailman I jump so high in the air you wouldn't believe it. I ran and called Shirley. She said
that she and Jean were going to put a lunch together the first week of the month for the work crew.
They were there like clock work and I tell you no matter how cold it was and it was a cold bitter winter
they were there. The joy my work crew felt and the love I felt from those two bringing us hot meals,
warmed our bodies and souls. People from all religions helped (Baptists, Nuns, etc.,) all gave me love. I tell
you, I was so surrounded by God’s love and mercy. My mother was gone I couldn't shake her death we
were very close but God sent me lots of love and prayers from St Andrew. There were plenty fill-in
moms like Nina Cruse, Shirley Crawford, Jean Daniel, Clara Chisholm, Annie Ogletree and Notie Harris. I
learned something from each of them. God sent me a special angel that motivated me and picked me up
and some days I believed she carried me the days below zero I didn't think I could make it. I would hear
a horn blow and it was Wanda Thacker saying you can do it, come on girl. I miss them all so much. Sandra
Porter

NOTES

