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	Look	Where	the	Lord	has	Led	Us!	
As we celebrate our third anniversary as the Church of the Resurrection, we look back at all that God has done for us 
over the past year. 

We celebrated our second 
annual Jazz on the Lawn on 
Saturday, August 4, 2012.  
Many members of the parish 
participate in different ways.  
Many members of our choir 
also sign in the Office of 
African American Ministries 
Choir, pictured to the left.  
Others entertained our children, 
pictured below.  Many other 

cooked and served the food, setup and cleaned up throughout the day.  
Our next Jazz on the Lawn will take place on Saturday, August 10, 2013 from 12:00 noon until 9:00 p.m. 

On Sunday, August 26, we celebrated Bro. Hugh Henderson’s 40th 
Anniversary as a brother in the Missionaries of the Precious Blood.  He 
renewed his promise of fidelity to the community during that Mass 
(Photo at left.).  Friends from around the country gathered to celebrate 
with him on this important date. 

On September 
9, 2012, we 
help our First 
Annual 
Parish 

Cookout at Millcrest Park in Norwood, OH.  There was 
quite a crowd, the food was great, and everyone had a 
good time, and plans are underway to have another such 
cookout this year, with more planned activities as part of 

the gathering.  
Some of the 
young and 
young at heart did some line dancing in the park that day, too.  The 
Second Annual Parish Cookout is scheduled 
for Sunday, September 15, 2013 immediately 
following the 11:00 a.m. Mass at Millcrest 
Park. 

Matt Keller, a candidate in formation with the 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood was 
introduced to the parish that same weekend, 

and in the picture at the left seemed to have had a good time at the Parish Cookout.  The 
Church of the Resurrection Choir and other members of the parish will be going to St. 
Charles Center, Carthagena, OH on Sunday, August 18, to celebrate with him as he makes 
his promise of fidelity to Precious Blood community that day. 
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Through a series of meetings beginning in September, the Pastoral Planning Steering Committee helped prepare a 
list of goals and priorities for developing a pastoral plan for the parish.  The Pastoral Council and Finance Council 
will work on developing such a plan based on 
those goals and priorities, as well as their own 
reflections on where we are and where we want 
to be over the next few years. 

About two dozen men of the parish participated 
in our third annual Men’s Retreat on Saturday, 
September 22, 2012 at Pete Randolph’s farm.  
Fr. Clarence Williams, C.PP.S. helped the men 
to reflect on their faith and grow closer to God 
and one another.  A few of the men, as well as 
Fr. Clarence, had already left before the photo 
at the right was taken.  

Our first Parish Photo Directory was published with the participation of 
over 200 individuals and families.  Gary and Dee Benjamin had their 
photos taken and were ordering some for themselves.  Photos were taken 
during September and the book was available early in January 2013. 

Eight parishioners and staff participated in The Summit: Revitalizing the 
Domestic Church at the Dayton Convention Center, October 1-2, 2013.  
Some of the ideas from that gathering helped us in the Catholics Come 
Home project during the Advent and Christmas seasons, as well as the 
establishment of the Evangelization Commission.  Sorry, there were no 
pictures of this event. 

The praise dancer sponsored a special Think Pink 
Luncheon on Sunday, October 28, after the 11:00 a.m. 
Mass to raise awareness in the community about breast 
cancer.  The gym was full, and the lunch was a 
success.  The next Think Pink Luncheon is scheduled 
for Sunday September 29, 2013, immediately after the 
11:00 a.m. Mass. 

The Choir was invited to sing at St. Margaret of 
Scotland Parish in Chicago, IL at two Masses on 
Sunday, November 3, 2013.  They received a generous 
gift that covered their costs and helped with other 
music related expenses throughout the year. 

Our First Annual Harvest Dance was held on Saturday, November 10, from 8:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. at the 
Centennial Barn.  More people came than had originally been anticipated and so the event this coming year will be at 

St. Patrick Hall in St. Bernard on Saturday, November 23, 2013.  Sorry, we didn’t get any 
photos of this event. 

The Church of the Resurrection participated in the second annual Bond Hill Community 
Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, November 18, at Tryed Stone New Beginnings Church.  
[The first was sponsored by the Church of the Resurrection the previous year.] 

The Women’s Group held their annual Christmas Cookie Exchange on Saturday, 
December 8, 2012.  The cookies were delicious and everybody had a good time.  Joyce 
Coleman (Mrs. Claus) and Stacey Burnam enjoy the festivities in the photo at the left. 

During Advent, we brought some banners from the former St. Mark Parish and hung them 
throughout the church.  Then, at Christmas we hung new banners made by Elaine Foster in 

the church. 
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The Evangelization Commission sent invitations to all parishioners 
whom we haven’t seen in a while to come back to the church, especial 
for Christmas.  They also designed postcards that could be used by all 
our active parishioners to invite family, friends and neighbors to come 
to the Church of the Resurrection. 

Members of the 
Environment 
Committee and 
Liturgy 
Commission helped 

make the church look wonderful for Christmas.  Parishioners 
bought candles and placed them in the sanctuary during our 
Christmas Masses, as they asked God for special blessing during 
the Christmas season. 

Once again, members of the parish helped play Santa Claus as they 
donated toys for children in needs and other gifts for our senior 

members.   We’ll do it again this coming 
holiday season. 

Two small groups of parishioners gathered for about seven weeks to discuss the book, 
Rediscover Catholicism.  The book had been distributed to everyone who worshiped with us at 
Christmas as part of the Catholics Come Home program, sponsored by the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati. 

The Church of the Resurrection presented our annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Keeping the 
Dream Alive Awards on Monday, January 21, 2013.  This year’s awards were presented to Rev. 
Fred Shuttleworth, Bro. Jerry Culbreth, Barbara Hawkins, Jenny Laster, Gwendolyn Ivory 

Robinson and Rev. Benjamin J. Urmston, S.J. for their work in promoting social justice and keeping Dr. King’s 
dream alive in our community.  Former Mayor of Cincinnati, Dwight Tillery, not only spoke, but really preached, 
encouraging us all to keep the dream alive not only in our thoughts, but especially in our actions to support and 
encourage one another, especially our youth and young people. 
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Brother Hugh Henderson, C.PP.S., and Ronald Berry, Sr. went through Stephen’s Ministry Leadership Training 
from February 3 to 9, in Anaheim, CA.  They will begin planning on how to implement Stephen’s Ministry at the 
Church of the Resurrection, along with two members of Holy Name Parish, who were also trained.  This was funded 
by LEAFF funds from Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish. 

Zeta Amicae Sorority and the Parish Nurses collaborated to host our 
annual Health Fair on Sunday, February 3, 2013 in the gym.  Many 
parishioners stopped by for blood pressure, blood glucose level and 
prostrate screenings, as well as health information or a quick chair 
massage.  

On Sunday, February 
10, 2013, our members 
from New Orleans 
helped us prepare for 
Lent with a Mardi 
Gras celebration.  Dee and Gary Benjamin were the grand 
marshals of the celebration, preparing the menu and most of the 
food, and finding many others to add a helping hand. 

The former St. Mark Rectory was vacated in mid-February, with 
the moving of Fr. Dennis and Bro. Hugh to a smaller home 
nearby.  The building is almost entirely empty, and we are 

exploring several options for leasing the building to other 
organizations. 

On the First Sunday of Lent, February 17, four members of 
the parish celebrated the Rite of Election at the Cathedral of 
St. Peter in Chains, with Bishop Joseph Binzer.  The photo at 
right includes Loren Hayesbert, Mikhalyn Gable, Destyne 
Thompson and Kaira West, as well as their sponsors and 
members of the Christian Initiation team. 

Throughout Lent, a dedicated group of parishioners worked 
hard as 
they 
provided 
the parish with six Lenten Fish Fries.  They cooked thousands 
of fish over the weeks, along with French fries, mac and cheese, 
and lots of desserts, and in the process they fed hundreds 
parishioners and friends of 
the parish each Friday from 
February 15 to March 22, 
2013. 

Our African Dancers and 
Drummer helped us to give 
praise and thanks to God as 
they performed several 
times during the year.  This 
photo was taken after their 
performance during 
February – African 
American History Month. 

We had planned to begin our celebration of Palm Sunday of 
the Lord’s Passion, Sunday, March 23, 2013 outside, as we 
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did in past years, but the weather did not cooperate.  So, we gathered in the gym for the blessing of the palms and the 
solemn procession to the church.  For the first time at the Church of the Resurrection, over thirty parishioners took 
roles in dramatic presentation of the Passion of the Lord at the 11:00 a.m. celebration of Palm Sunday of the 
Lord’s Passion on March 24, 2013.  We’re planning to make this an annual tradition. 

  

A few days later, before celebrating the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 
on Holy Thursday evening, March 28, 2013, we held our annual 
Simple Supper with homemade soup, fresh bread and fresh fruits.  
Over twice as many people joined the celebration this year, as did so 
last year, thanks to those who made personal phone calls inviting 
parishioners to join us for the celebration.  Even our pastor, Fr. 
Dennis Chriszt, C.PP.S., got into the spirit of the day, making a huge 
pot of chicken soup.  There were many hands that worked together to 
make it not just a simple supper, but a wonderful fellowship meal. 

Later that same 
evening, as we 

gathered to celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, we 
recalled that day when Jesus celebrated the Last Supper and 
gave his disciples and us his Body and Blood as food and drink 

for eternal life.  At the end of the 
celebration, we processed to the 
gym, which had been transformed 
into a special adoration chapel for 
the evening. 

 The next day, Good Friday, March 
29, 2013, we gathered to celebrate 
the Passion of the Lord.  We heard the scriptures proclaimed and then venerated the 
cross – the sign of our salvation.  The large cross, made especially for the Church of the 
Resurrection in 2011, was processed into the church and venerated by all who were 
present. 

Loren Hayesbert was then baptized at the Easter Vigil, Saturday, March 30, 2013.  The 
following morning, Easter Sunday, Mikhalyn Gable and Destyne Thompson were 
baptized, and Kaira West was received into full communion of the Catholic Church.  All 

four were confirmed and received the Body and Blood of Christ at those same celebrations.  Our praise dancers, once 
again, along with our choir, helped us rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Photos on the next page. 
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Two weeks after Easter, we celebrated our first Revival: 
Rejuvenate, Rejoice & Respond.  The Revival began with a special 
event for children on Saturday afternoon, April 13, 2013, with 
Gospel Rapper Derrick Hooten and Rev. 
Maurice Nutt, C.SS.R.   

Fr. Maurice then preached at all the 
Masses the weekend of April 13-14, and 
at the revival Sunday afternoon and 
Monday and Tuesday evenings.   

The church was pretty full for every 
session of the revival, with visitors from 
other parishes, both Catholic and 
Protestant.   On Monday evening, April 
13, we wore our Revival T-Shirts, and 
praised our 
God with our 
prayer 
towels.  At 
the closing 
celebration 
on Tuesday 
evening, 
April 14, 

2013, Fr. Nutt invited us to gather around the altar, to place 
our hands on it and to dedicate ourselves once again to the 
service of God as we respond to God’s grace at work in our 
lives.  The revival committee is hoping to schedule our next 
revival in the fall of 2014. 

Our Dance Ministry expanded this year, adding two new groups.  
The new Mime Troup performed at the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
celebration and during the revival.  The new youth praise dancers 
performed twice during the year, as well.  Both groups include 
young men and boys, as well as young women and girls. 
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Fourteen members of our parish celebrated the Sacrament of 
Confirmation at the Cathedral of St. Peter in Chains along with 
people from several other parishes by Bishop Joseph Binzer on 
Sunday, April 28, 2013.  They were: Ashton Adams, Ronald 
Berry, Jr., Edie Brewer, Lena Brewer, Jeff Bria, Kwasi Burgin, 
Jalen Fox, Jamal Fox, Jared Fox, Ashley Labrie, Sydney Merrit, 
Samia Skyers, Danielle Springer and Valerie Washington. 

The 
Men’s 
Group 
held 
their 
annual Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, May 4, 2013.  Once 
again the cafeteria was full, and everyone was well fed. 

On Sunday, May 
5, 2013, seven of 
our children 
received the 
Eucharist for the 

first time.  They were: Vincent Alquizola, Amya Lewis, Laila Moussaoui, 
Micah Pitts, Amir Luke Rogers, DeJanahe Thompson, and Daniel 
Turnbow.  Janie Allen Blue and Gloria Turnbow were their catechists, 
who prepared them for both the sacraments of penance and first 

communion. 

A few weeks later, on 
the weekend of May 18-
19, 2013, the Church 
throughout the world celebrated the feast of Pentecost.  At the 
Church of the Resurrection, as we celebrate the day that God sent 
the Holy Spirit upon the disciples of the Lord and went forth to do 
ministry in the name of Jesus, we invite people to reflect on how 
they have been blessed by the Holy Spirit and what ministries God 
might be calling them to do. This is our annual Ministry Sign-Up 
Sunday, and about a third of our members do so. 

That same weekend, we asked God to bless Matt Keller as he was leaving the parish to 
continue his studies of theology and ministry at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago in 
preparation for ordination to the priesthood.  Matt will be making his first promise of fidelity 
to the Missionaries of the Precious Blood on Sunday, August 19, 2013 at St. Charles Center in 
Carthagena, OH.  Our choir has been invited to lead the community in song as we pray for 

Matt with his family, friends and fellow members 
of the community. 

Eight of our members participated at Interregional 
African American Catholic Evangelization 
Conference in Columbus, OH, June 13-16, 2013 – Janie Allen-Blue, Fr. 
Dennis Chriszt, Sabrina Burton-Simonson, Sharon Ebersole, Shari Palmer, 
Gloria Turnbow, Rita and Royce Winters. Those who participated want to 
reinvigorate the Evangelization Commission and establish an Education or 
Faith Formation Commission to put some of what they learned to good 
use in the parish.  Two members of Holy Name Parish are also in the 
photo at the left. 
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Over fifty children participated in our Vacation Bible School, Monday through Friday, July 15-19, 2013.  More than 
a dozen adults served food and acted as catechists as the children focused on five stories from the Bible.  The 
children were divided into three groups, using several classrooms in the school for the first time.  Everyone had a 
great time and learned about God’s love for them. 

    

    

The Rock of Ages Seniors Group sponsored a trip to Washington DC, July 18-21, 2013.  Thirty-three of our 
seniors and their friends boarded the bus at 11:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 17, and headed to the nation’s capital where 
they visited the Martin Luther King, Jr., Vietnam and Lincoln 
Memorials, the African American Civil War Museum, the 
National Great Blacks in Wax Museum, the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, the National Museum of African 
Art (part of the Smithsonian Institution), the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception (where we celebrated Mass on 
Saturday afternoon) and the Flight 93 National Memorial (in 
Pennsylvania on the way home).  The bus got stuck in the 
middle of the road for a while, but no one complained, and all 
made it home safely.  Everyone on the trip thinks we should do 
another one in the future. 

Thanks to Tess Wifong for taking and providing the parish with most of the photos included here.  The group photos from the 
Interregional African American Catholic Evangelization Conference and the trip to Washington were provided by Fr. Dennis Chriszt.  
The First Eucharist group photo was taken by Steven & Paula Lepsky. 

 


